THE  COMMUNE

.ceau a practical necessity of the situation. He therefore
urged this policy incessantly upon the Communists. It was
an unlucky experience. Pyat, Vermorel and others so strongly
resented his moderate counsels that they issued an order for
his arrest, with a view to his hasty, if judicial, removal. Failing
to lay hold upon Clemenceau himself, they captured a speaking
likeness of the Eadical doctor in the person of a young Brazilian.
Him they were about to shoot, when they discovered that their
proposed victim was the wrong man. Possibly these personal
adventures in revolutionary democracy under the Commune
may have influenced Clemenceau's views about Socialism in
practical affairs in after life.

It is highly creditable to Clemenceau that a few years later
one of his greatest speeches was delivered in the National
Assembly to obtain the liberation and the recall from exile
of the very same men who would gladly have silenced him
for good and all when they were in power. However, he
escaped their well-meant attentions, and, leaving Paris, went
on a tour of vigorous Eadical propaganda through the
Provinces.

This was a most important self-imposed mission. Clemenceau,
as he showed by his vote at Bordeaux, was strongly in favour
of continuing the war and bitterly opposed to any surrender
whatever. At the same time he was a thoroughgoing Eepub-
lican who did not forget that the mass of Frenchmen must
have voted for the Empire a few months before, or Napoleon's
plebiscite, of course,, could not have been so successful, even
with the whole of the official machinery in the hands of the
Imperialists. Differing from Gambetta afterwards or? many
points, the coming leader of the advanced Eadicals was at
this period entirely at one with the man who had not despaired
of France when all seemed lost. But in order to carry on the
war with any hope of^success and to keep the flag of the
Eepublic flying, it was essential that the people of the pro-
vincial towns and the peasants should be kept in touch with
Paris and be convinced that the only ci^nce of safety and